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Dear Congressman Waxman:

Honorable 'Heoory A. Waxman·.'
House of Rep~esentatives

. 241~ .Rayburl! J{o",s~ .Off ice Bui ldin-g
Wa~hington~ D.C. .20515

This is in .reply to your letter of M{lrch ,1993, in which YO.u· inquired on
~ehalf of several of your constituents r arding the Notice of Proposed ROule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-23 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes . e COmmission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of· these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning

1>-- our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/Chobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when.we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety anti the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

i?~~~
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures

cc:

Chief, PRRureau
Chief, ~M&MDivison

Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Brandl File (Pink)

CNTL NO - 9301248

-
IWertig/RShiben:/gb/sf/lm:PI{
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24TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

March 8, 1993

COMMITTEES:

'PHILIP .... SCHILIRO •
AOM1NI~TAATIVE_ ASSISTANT,.

James H. Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Quello:

I wanted to bring to your attention several additional
constituent letters I have received regarding PR Docket 92-235.
All of these constituents oppose the FCC's proposed rules under
PR Docket 92-235 because they would reduce the number of
frequencies available in the 72-7.6 MHz band to model aircraft
fliers. I request that their views be taken into consideration
during the FCC's deliberations on this matter.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely,

~q'!l*-
Member of Congress

HAW: lkg
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Marchi' '1993 ., , .

.Christopher M. Adains, Ph., D.. .
. .: ...:.,. ".,..:", ',' , .."', :" P.' <t' 'Bo'x 781 ..

Pacific Palisades, California 90272
(3l(J.),45~-1723..

. .

.: ....... ..'

'The' ~onoiable'fIenry"'A. Waxm~
United States Hou~e'of Representatives
Wasliington, DC 20510

. Dear RepreSentative Waxman: .

I am amode~designer and manufacturer in the radio con~i stilp~ne and electric power plane area' I
. have been aCtive if) the modelling field for more than 20 yearS and have been involved with many areas of

researCh and development, as well as'investigations of new technologies. '

~. ' ..

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under conside~tion by the Federal
Comm~nicationsComrhission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies ClllTentlY assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendatlt liability for controlling model airplanes: .

Our riidio control frequencies are the 72-76 MHz band This band is primarily used for private land '
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control,frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land moblie frequencies, in response to the money making desires of
the mobile industry, by splitting them into narrower bandwidth and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies, in use by rn;my hundreds of thousands of model flyers, that are
presently available for rodel airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders, and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
consideration and use of the radio control frequencies, along with model and radio reliablity. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and
the margin of safety greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wingspans of up to 10 feet, weigh as much as 30 or 40
pounds, and have speeds ranging from 10 mph for gliders to over 120+ mph for racing planes. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly models at
organiZed events anti contests where hundreds ot operator panicipate. We need the full use of our complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure.~ safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users
at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry. It also provides many people with manufacturing jobs.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime and livelihood by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely yours,

~l~
Christopher M. Adams

Assistant Professor
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The Honc;rable Henry Waxman
House Office Building
2408 Rayburri Building
Washington D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Waxman,

February 8, 1993

My interest in aviation has been manifest in several ways. I am a
pri,jate pHo·t 'and an active member of a .local radi"o controlled
sailplane club. I am currently an active competitor in local, regional
and national radio controJ sailplane events.

I am very concerned about purposed rules that are currently. under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The proceeding
is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the
usability of frequencies current.ly assigned for model use and incre3se
the risk of accidents and attendant. liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our I"adio frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This banel is
primarily used for private land mobile. dispatch operations. However,
our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land rnobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
Without. either use interfering with t.he other.

The FCC wants to creat.e more land mobile frequencies by splitting tllern
into nan'ower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. l'v1any land
rnobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control area and C<i1l5e

interference TO radio control of model airplane.,:;, only 19 frequencies
will be left Jf the new rul,.~s are adopt.ed. These few frequencies wiJ!
be very congested and the margin of safety will be increased.

Ple.ase help keep fLying radio controlled aircr;d~_ a safe and enjoyable
activity by not :dlO"wing the FCC to C;:-H-ry it'.s proposals for the 72 
]f-; Ml·i; bane).

3785 CAHUENGA BOULEVARD WEST, STUDIO CITY, CALIFORNIA 91604 818.506.7753 F6V o,~--
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, GooRGE W.F INCH
l812:7 ,Wakecresl Drive
,: '.:M,allbu, CA"90265" '
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February 25, 1993

'. . .....

(213) 488-7511
. (310) 459-1577

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Waxman:

I am an patent attorney who builds radio control radio aircraft as well as
the radios that go into them as a way to keep my hand in engineering and for
relaxation. I am a Contest Director and Leader Member of the Academy of
Model Aeronautics and a past president of the San Fernando Valley RIC Flyers
club, where I teach Southern California youth basic engineering skills and run
contests where those skills are tested.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding
is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability
of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our 50 radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio
control frequencies in this band presently are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
interference, except on those rare occasions when someone is operating out of
specification equipment. .

For your constituents in California, the FCC is proposing to make 31 of
those frequencies unsafe to use almost anywhere but away from highways in
the desert. In fact the 31 frequencies will be unsafe anywhere but rural Alaska!
The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. The way the FCC regulations are
written, it will be legal for a ground mobile operator to operate exactly on the
radio control frequencies, when equipment tolerances are considered. The
present radio control frequencies went into full effect in 1991, requiring
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modelers to buy new expensive radios on new frequencies. Now the FCC "is going
to force" your constituents to scrap or go through expensive"" frequency changes
on 60% of their existing radio control systems.. . .

. " When we fly out model airplanes 'under radio control, we go to· great . i

lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection
of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequ~ncies. If the number of usable frequencies is
dimiIiis·hed as proposed· by the FCC;" the· remaining frequenCies will become"
congested and the margin "of safety will be greatly decreased.

" Althoug"h I bui"d and race model aircraft that· travel about 100 mph' and
weigh less than 3 pounds, please understand that many model airplanes are
much faster and weigh as much as 40 pounds. These models are expensive to
build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property' damage,
serious injury, or even death if radio interference· causes the operator to lose
control. I often fly my models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers.
The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we
have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself
and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

I realize that the FCC is under tremendous and continuing pressure for
additional frequency allocations but in their recent proposal, they have failed to
take into account the dangers involved. If they must allocate additional
frequencies to the land mobile users, perhaps they should consider taking a
small end portion of the radio control band and place mobile radio every 25KHz
there, since to mobile users, occasional interference is only an annoyance rather
than an occurrence that can be life threatening, and for each radio control
frequency taken, the FCC can get three land mobile frequencies with 25KHz
spacing.

Please help me and others in the Southern California area continue the safe
enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its present
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely

~
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I am very concerned a1?otft proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal

Communi~ations Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-:235. If adopted. the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequendes currently assigned for model use .and increase the risk of
accjdents and attendant HabUity for ~ntroliing model airplanes.

Our radio.control frequencies ,are in the 72 - 76 MHz band..This 'band i$.primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from.
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band Without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
, bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to

the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations, I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

'When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies, If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased,

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio inteIierence causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people Eke myself and contributes to the
advan"cement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band,

Sincerely .a i/Tc~Jd/ f> /1 ~~. F;;-+-
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The Honorable Anthony Beilenson
U.S. ,House of Representatives
,Washington"D.C. 20515",

. '. . . . ' -

Dear Mr. Beilenson:

,1,.-

'r,,,,
• ,1 .

" . ..-'-'.

I am retired and derive many hours of pleasure 'from cOnstructing and operating' radio
controlled model airplanes. I am also active in a local club whose 200 plus ~embers

s4are the same enjoyment.

, I am very ,concerned, 'about proposed ru'les that are currently uride'r consideration' by 'the
Federal Communications Commission (FC~). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules willgreatly redu,ce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use' and increas~ the risk of accidents and attendant liabilityfor controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHzband. This band is primarilyused for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our models under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety
of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If
the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weight
as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more
to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a 'safe flying
environment.
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I do not think it is wise of the FCCto s'eek to improve the operating conditions of land
m9bile radio users at,the expense, of radio con~rol modelers. The FCC;: may not think wf?

' .. ' ar.e as: impQttant ~'. ,b~ness,: users of t~(lios. 'but we have a c()ri$id~rable' ,hi¥e~tment jri.. . .
, '," our models and in our ~ radio equipment.· The hobby provides many hours of' enjoyment

to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development
of the commercial aviation industry.

PleaSe helpine continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely;

~
tfJ(~~,

J ck Keller
30 Muskingum Avenue

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

. ',-


